REMARKS 

Claims 68 and 70-80 are in this application. Claims 1-67, 69 and 81 have been cancelled. 

Claims 68, 73-77 and 80 have been amended. Claims 68 and 80 have been amended to 
include the subject matter of claims 69 and 81, respectively. 

Claims 73-77 have been amended to replace astringent, anesthetic, protectant, wound 
healing agent and keratolytic with astringents, anesthetics, protectants, wound healing 
agents and keratolytics, respectively. 

Claim 79 has been amended to delete the word "dry" in step c) of the claim. Step f) of 
claim 79 has also been amended to include examples of organic solvents of medium 
polarity. Support for this amendment is found on page 14, lines 14-16 of the 
specification. 

The amendments to claims 73 and 80 obviate the objections to these claims. 

In view of the amendments to claims 73-79 it is respectfully requested that the rejection 
of these claims under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph be withdrawn. 

The Examiner asserts that claims 68-81 are vague and indefinite due to the phrase 
"containing flavonoids and phenolic compounds. This is respectfully traversed. 

The naturally occurring plant Euphorbia prostrata is known to contain flavonoidal and 
phenolic compounds and ther constituents. See Anil K. Singla, et al. Journal of 
Ethnopharmacology, 1990, 29, page 291 and Takashi Yoshida et al., Chem. Pharm, Bull., 
1994, 42, page 2005 (attached). As described in the specification flavonoidal and 
phenolic compounds are the main components of the extract of Euphorbia prostrate, see 
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for example, page 4, line 13-page 5, line 7. However, none of the prior art discloses any 
composition or any process of making a composition comprising an extract of Euphorbia 
prostrata wherein different specific flavonoids and phenolic compounds are present in 
the amounts specified in the claims to provide the desired therapeutic effect as claimed in 
the present invention. 

It is submitted that all of the objections and rejections have been overcome. 

It is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance and favorable 
consideration is respectfully requested. 




Janet Cord 
Ladas & Parry LLP 
26 West 61 st Street 
New York, New York 10023 
212-708-1935 
Reg. No. 33,778 
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Summary 

The ethyl acetate extract and a fraction, KSE-23, isolated 
ehromatographleaJiy from the ethyl acetate extract of Euphorbia prostrate 
showed significant aittiinilamiaatory activity when topically applied in a. 
-murine modal of c&rrageenan footpad oedema. KSE*23 was found to be more 
potent than indomeifaacin given in the same maimer. 



Introduction 

The ethyl acetate extractive of the entire plant of Euphorbia prostrata 
Ait. (Euphorbiaceae) containing Davonoids and their glycosides {aptgenin and 
hiteolin as the main constituents! and a fraction, KSE-23, obtained from ethyl 
cetate extract have been shown to have significant antiinflammatory activ- 
ity (AIA) in rats on oral administration (Stngla and pathak, W 89), KSE-23 has 
been identified as a mixture of 55.8% apigento 7-ga!actoside and 44.2% 
luteolin-7-galactoside tun published data). Flavonoids such as apigemn and 
.luteolin are known to possess marked AIA on topical application, the 
potency being similar to mdomethacin (Delia Loggia et at, 1986a). In the 
present study, the topical AIA of the ethyl acetate extract and KSE-28 were 
investigated using murine carragcenan footpad oedema* a widely accepted 
model, of acute exudative inflammation. 

Materials and methods 

Materials 

The ethyl acetate extractive of Euphorbia prostrata and the fraction 
labelled as KS'E-23 were prepared following our previously published proce- 
dures of extraction and chromatographic purification (Singla and Pathak, 
19891. 
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